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    NEWS FROM


EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW 

ABOUT THE KNUCKLEBALL* 

*BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK

Dave Clark’s little book is all about the most frustrating yet entertaining pitch in baseball: the knuckleball.  It frustrates batters when it works; it embarrasses pitchers when it doesn’t...or if it works too well.  It humiliates catchers and umpires.  It confounds spectators.  Mr. Clark has spent pretty much of a lifetime studying the knuckleball, talking to the major league pitchers who have thrown it, and throwing a few of his own.  His magnum opus, THE KNUCKLEBOOK, will be published in February by Ivan R. Dee, Chicago.

“This book is not a semi-detached, ‘once-upon-a-time’ story book,” writes Mr. Clark in the Preface.  “This is an instructional work, but seeing this pitch from a range of perspectives will entertain you, believe me.  Everyone I talk to about the information here—even the studious types—crack a little smile when thinking about this goofy wandering orb.”

Mr. Clark’s book explains the strange workings of the pitch and how it’s used, no matter what your interest--whether you’re a pitcher, batter, catcher, umpire, coach, spectator, or parent of any of the above.  Everything Mr. Clark demonstrates and describes in THE KNUCKLEBOOK is carefully illustrated with line drawings, so an average high school pitcher who throws strikes can learn to throw a
knuckleball exactly like a legendary Hall of Famer.  

THE KNUCKLEBOOK contains appropriate and hilarious comments from those who have experienced the game of baseball as it’s been affected by the wandering floater.  Like those who throw the knuckler, all this information was scattered to far-flung corners of the baseball world until Mr. Clark gathered and compiled it.  

Readers of his little book will be less confounded and more enlightened about this antic pitch.  Or, like the pitch itself, they can just ride the breezes and enjoy the dancing flight from beginning to end.  

*


Dave Clark was born in Fitchburg, Massachusetts and raised in Ashburnham.  He has been a woodworker, ceramic furnace operator, car salesman, skydiving instructor, radio announcer, parachute designer and assembler, chemical batch maker, forklift operator, hockey referee, Zamboni driver, produce deliverer, and amateur open-mike comedian.  He is currently a professional photographer and webmaster and lives in Barre, Massachusetts, with his wife, son, and daughter.  He spends most of his time thinking about knuckleballs.

*

THE KNUCKLEBOOK

By Dave Clark; illustrations by Patrick Clark
136 pages, with 51 black-and-white line drawings

$19.95 cloth, ISBN 1-56663-661-2

Publication date: February 3, 2006

Author direct email: knucklebook@gmail.com
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Ivan R. Dee, Publisher


1332 North Halsted Street


Chicago, Illinois 60622-2694


312-787-6262, fax 312-787-6269


e-mail: elephant@ivanrdee.com


www.ivanrdee.com
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